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Barrett Christy’s illustrious career has left an indelible mark on snowboarding through her
competitive achievements, groundbreaking contributions to the sport, and influential roles in
mentoring and innovation. With 11 X Games medals and a reputation as a pioneer, she
redefined the landscape of women’s snowboarding, inspiring athletes and shaping the industry
over three decades.

Christy’s competitive career began with a bang. At the 1997 Winter X Games, she made history
as the first female athlete to win gold in two disciplines at the same Games, triumphing in both
big air and slopestyle. This historic achievement set the stage for her dominance in women’s
snowboarding, with her dual gold record remaining unbroken until 2024. In addition to her X
Games victories, Christy excelled at other major events, including the US Open and the Grand
Prix series. Her win at the Mt. Baker Legendary Banked Slalom in 2001 in the pro women’s
division remains one of her many standout accomplishments.

One of Christy’s most iconic innovations came in 1999 when she became the first female
snowboarder to have a trick named after her — the "Barrett Roll." This milestone not only
demonstrated her technical prowess but also marked a cultural shift in the sport, giving visibility
and recognition to female athletes. That same year, she was named TransWorld
SNOWboarding Female Rider of the Year, an honor she would claim again in 2000. Her
dominance on the snow continued to earn her accolades, including being named ESPN Female
Snowboarder of the Year in 2001.

Christy’s contributions weren’t limited to competition. She played a pivotal role in bringing
snowboarding into the mainstream, becoming a household name and cultural icon. In 1998, she
was part of the inaugural U.S. Olympic Snowboarding Team, competing in the first-ever
women’s halfpipe event at the Nagano Winter Olympics. This groundbreaking moment
highlighted snowboarding’s arrival on the global stage, and Christy was at the forefront of this
movement. Her influence extended beyond the slopes as she graced magazine covers,
including Women’s Outside Magazine, and appeared in features such as Glamour Magazine’s
“Watch Worthy Women” and Cosmopolitan’s “12 Women Who Rocked Our Year.” These
recognitions underscored her role as a trailblazer who inspired countless young women to
pursue their passions both on and off the snow.

Christy’s impact on the sport also includes her work as a product innovator. Since 1996, she has
been the face of GNU’s signature pro model snowboard, the B-Pro. Her model is the
longest-running women’s pro model in snowboarding history, and its evolution over the years
has been a testament to her influence and dedication. In 2016, the 20th anniversary of the
B-Pro was celebrated with a special edition, and Christy chose to donate a portion of the board’s
proceeds to Boarding for Breast Cancer, highlighting her commitment to making a positive
impact. Her influence in product design extended to footwear, with Nike releasing her signature



“Air Barrett Christy” shoe from 2000 to 2002. These innovations not only catered to the needs of
athletes but also elevated the profile of women in the industry.

After retiring from competitive snowboarding, Christy remained deeply involved in the sport,
taking on roles that allowed her to mentor and shape the next generation of athletes. From 2003
to 2013, she worked with Nike Snowboarding and Nike 6.0 as a consultant, using her expertise
to guide product development and marketing strategies that emphasized the unique needs of
female snowboarders. Today, she serves as Women’s Category Advisor for GNU, LIB, and
ROXY hardgoods, where she continues to influence brand strategy, marketing, and product
development for Mervin Manufacturing.

Her dedication to the sport and its community has earned Christy numerous honors. In 2016,
she became the first woman to receive the prestigious TransWorld Legend Award. Her cultural
impact has also been celebrated through action figures, trading cards, video game characters,
and even appearances on the covers of Apple Jacks and Pop-Tarts boxes. These accolades
reflect her dual role as an elite athlete and a cultural icon, whose influence transcends
snowboarding and reaches a global audience.

Christy’s career is a testament to her resilience, creativity, and commitment to advancing
women’s snowboarding. Her competitive achievements established her as a force to be
reckoned with. Meanwhile, her innovation in product design, mentorship, and iconic B-Pro
snowboard demonstrate her enduring influence on the sport’s culture and industry. Barrett
Christy Cummins’ pioneering spirit, competitive excellence, and dedication to empowering future
generations have solidified her place as one of the most impactful and celebrated figures in the
history of snowboarding.
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