Picabo Street
6300 N. Sage Wood Dr., H-365
Park City, UT 84098
peekbiz@outlook.com

June 1, 2020
U.S. Ski & Snowboard Hall of Fame
Re:

Endorsement Letter to the Nomination of:
Hank Tauber

Dear Hall of Fame,
My letter today is an Endorsement to the nomination of Hank Tauber for induction. I
fully support this nomination, and I believe this to be the right thing to do for the
following reasons:
Dedication
I have known Hank Tauber for several decades, through the US Ski Team, and as one of
my equipment sponsors, and a personal friend and supporter. Throughout my career as a
Ski Racer, Hank has given me a role model, as he is a person with integrity with a will to
accomplish large goals. He has been loyal and always been able to contribute his support
to the Ski Team, and to me, psychologically and materially.
Vision-Focus
Hank Tauber’s accomplishments and contributions have impacted the skiing and
snowboarding on a truly international scope. Beginning with a ski racing background
and through-out his career in the Ski Industry, and the US Ski Team, he has earned much
respect, as a business professional. I believe he has succeeded in contributing to
American skiing and snowboarding, tirelessly and at the highest level
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Impact-Fulfill the Vision
Today, as a leader in sports equipment production, Hank’s contribution has brought huge,
long-lasting recognition for the achievements of the athletes who are competing, which
fulfills the Vision of the Hall of Fame.

I feel this nomination and ultimate induction are deserving and a just reward to Hank
Tauber after years, and years of tough effort, and excellent work.

Sincerely,

Picabo E. Street
USST 1985-2002

April 29, 2020
Phil Mahre
70 Roza View Dr.
Yakima, WA 98901
Dear Ski and Snowboard Hall of Fame,
I’m writing in support of the nomination of Hank Tauber for inclusion into the Ski
and Snowboard Hall of Fame.
I’ve known Hank personally since 1974 when he took over as head of the US Ski
Team. Hank was very instrumental in my career during my early years with the Ski
Team. He not only made sure as athletes, we had everything we needed to be
successful, but took an interest in each athlete as a person outside of the sport. After
the 1976 Olympic season, the FIS made rule changes as to endorsements, contracts
with equipment manufacturers, and how athletes were paid. Many ski
manufacturers came knocking on my door promising the world if I’d compete on
their equipment. Hank took it upon himself, to make sure I wouldn’t be taken
advantage of, and was very much involved in the negotiations of my first contracts
within the ski industry.
When Hank left the Ski Team and became the head person at Marker, our
relationship continued, as I was an athlete competing on Marker products. Under
his tenure, Marker became an industry leader, and as with the Ski Team, he was a
huge supporter of athletes. Marker became a dominate force on the World Cup,
with athletes winning and showcasing their products.
Over the years Hank has been very influential in all aspects of the ski business. But
more importantly, Hank has been a personal friend of great integrity, with the
interest of others often coming before his own.
I support the nomination of Hank Tauber into the Ski and Snowboard Hall of Fame.
Sincerely,
Phil Mahre

Date: May 30, 2020
To: U.S. Ski & Snowboard Hall of Fame
Attn: Nominating Committee
It is my pleasure to write this letter on behalf of
Hank Tauber a longtime friend and professional
associate.
Hank and I first befriended one another in the mid
70’s when he was head women’s alpine coach with
the US Ski Team. We had met several times on the slopes as my film
team was building stories about athletes and life on the world cup
circuit. One particular moment sticks out during the Innsbruck ’76
Games when Hank went out of his way to see it to it that his ladies made
time for the media. This was crucial in that we were able to capture
important glimpses with Cindy Nelson in particular as she propelled
herself to a silver medal moment in the downhill.
Subsequently, we built on our friendship which led to a decade of
working with Jalbert film crews as he resuscitated Marker ski bindings.
His intuition for branding and marketing was akin to having a sixth
sense. He would engage the top alpine athletes(Cindy, Andy Mill,
Tamara McKinney, the Mahres et al) to star in alpine racing films. He
further parlayed that concept into creating product films/videos which
were used at point of sale retail and simultaneously at trade shows.
Hank also had a great feel for ‘team building’ and assembled a very
talented group of managers, creative staff, sales personnel backed up by
great technical minds at the manufacturing facility in Germany. This
was a masterful blue print which led to a great success story at Marker.
He was the mind and engineer behind this corporate turnaround.
As a member, I conclude by wholeheartedly supporting Hank Tauber for
nomination into the Hall of Fame. He has been a visionary, leader and
innovator for our industry as a whole.
Respectfully Submitted;
Joe Jay Jalbert
Class of 2013

Dear Nominating Committee, Voting Members and interested persons,
I am writing in full support of Hank Tauber’s nomination to the US Ski and Snowboard Hall of
Fame.
I first met Hank years ago at my first Jr. National Championships in Stowe, Vermont 1966. I
was just 11 yrs old and in Hank’s own words “ just a little girl with her parka hanging down past
her knees...but I could see she could ski fast!” As the US Ski Team’s head women’s coach he
invited me to my first National Team Training camps I excelled under his guidance to berths on
4 World Championship Teams, 4 Olympic Teams and 14 years on the World Cup circuit. Hank
Tauber was an immeasurable influence to my career.
Hank is intelligent, well educated, worldly and able to communicate with everyone! Super savvy
in business and with his vast knowledge of skiing and the sport’s history he was a force with
which to be reckoned. Speaking 5 languages fluently, I remember him switching from German
to French to Italian then back again to Swiss dialect to make his point. His mastery of
languages coupled with his negotiating skills usually resulted in getting what was best for the
Team.
In the early 70’s when the Team was in a dire financial crisis Hank was able to rally the
resources (people, industry, BODs) into a restructure of the Team laying the groundwork for the
current structure that we see today. Hank with his natural leadership skills got the job done!
His love for the sport of skiing ran deep and when he took over the helm at Marker he wanted
the US skiers to have as much recognition for their successes as did the Euros. He developed
the first complete equipment program for the US skiers! Complete with R&D including using
medical data, individual athlete marketing, on hill tech support and competitive athlete contracts.
To be a good deal he knew it had to be good for all: US Skiing, the Athlete and for Marker. He
immediately signed Phil and Steve Mahre, myself and later Tamara McKinney. It was the best
equipment choice of my ski racing career!
Hank’s endless love of skiing and many contributions have helped to bring US Skiing to the top!
He is very deserving of induction into the US Ski Hall of Fame.
Thank you,
Cindy Nelson
US Ski Hall of Fame 1976
Colorado Ski Hall of Fame 2005

Monday, May 25, 2020

Dear U.S. Ski and Snowboard Hall of Fame Nomination Committee,
It is my great honor to enthusiastically support Hank Tauber’s nomination to the U.S. Ski &
Snowboard Hall of Fame.
As a ski racer myself in New Hampshire, I had known Hank’s name from his leadership of the
U.S. Alpine Ski Team in the 1970s, helping to build a modern program and then his ownership
of the innovative Marker brand of ski equipment. While I didn’t know him personally at the time, I
watched the growth of the Marker brand in the 1980s and its support of team athletes like Phil
Mahre and Tamara McKinney.
In my role with U.S. Ski & Snowboard since the 1990s, I’ve worked closely with Hank over the
last 25 years and have come to greatly respect his immense contribution to snow sports - not
just in America, but around the world. Today, as a member of the FIS Council, I have an even
greater appreciation for the impact Hank Tauber made over his career on international ski
racing and on the USA’s standing in the global snowsport community. He has been the face and
voice of USSS on the global stage for the last 25 years. He was actively involved in bringing
three World Ski Championships to the US over the past two decades.
Much of Hank’s impact on the sport through FIS came from behind the scenes. His close
relationship with FIS Presidents Marc Holder and Gian-Franco Kasper, along with his vast
global network of contacts, allowed him to provide counsel and guide initiatives for the benefit of
both our U.S. interests and that of the sport worldwide. He has also served as a great mentor for
me as I have served on the FIS Council the last six years.
Few individuals have had this much impact on the global sport in so many different ways as
Hank Tauber. I strongly support his recognition in the U.S. Ski & Snowboard Hall of Fame.
Sincerely,

Dexter Paine
Chairman
FIS Council Member from USA (for past 6 years)
Past Board Chair U.S. Ski & Snowboard (13 years)
Trustee and President, U.S. Ski & Snowboard Team Foundation (24 years)
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