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| BobSALERNO

BORN AUG. 1, 1953

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS

1974: Season-long
Grand Prix Champion;
PFA World Aerial
Champion; World Super
Hot Dog Champion;
Western National
Freestyle Champion;
Midas U.S. Freestyle
Open Champion

1975: Midas
Championships, 3rd
place aerials, 2nd place
combined

1976: , 2nd

place combined,
Colgate Freestyle
Championships
1977: Professional
Freestyle
Championships
Champion

1979, 1980: JC World
Ski Enduro Champion

1997-Present: Founder,

Virtual Snow Ski and
Snowboard Training

0 Virtual Snw

VIRTUAL
CHAMPION

In his lifelong quest for “more air, more money,” Bob
Salerno was a dominant competitor, a consistent overall
champion and a founding father of freestyle

In the lead-up to the 1974 season, "Bad
Bob" Salerno sold his 1960 Triumph TR3 and
borrowed $600 to join the tour as the classic
dark horse at the season-opening Eastern
Freestyle Championships in Waterville
Valley, N.H., where he would go up against
established pros like Wayne Wong, John
Clendenin and Scott Brooksbank.

He flew home in a private charter - with
a large check as the event's combined
champion.

For that breakout season, he would collect
$18,000 in prize money plus two cars, a total
payout worth $135,000 in today's dollars. He
would win three of the five combined titles
to become the Grand Prix Champion.

Bob's timing was perfect, as was his
mantra of “More air, more money." Though
soft-spoken and laid back, Bob became one
of freestyle skiing's biggest heroes, just as
this American-born, music-fueled, make-it-

up-as-you-go sport was soaring in popularity
and drawing huge crowds, TV coverage and
corporate sponsors.

A native of Ogden, Utah, Bob's athletic
foundation came from his late uncle Ted
Salerno, who introduced him to water skiing
competition. From there his focus turned to
the mountains above Ogden and to Snow-
basin, where he was a student and then an
instructor in the acclaimed Earl Miller Ski
School.

Bob built his resume in those glorious
1970s, regularly placing on the podium
and winning big events, including the
combined title in the 1977 Professional
Freestyle Championships at Heavenly Valley.
He appeared in national ad campaigns for
Bogner, McDonald's and Right Guard, and
in seven Warren Miller films. Though he ac-
cumulated almost two dozen podium results
in major events during his career, he cites
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two achievements as his personal highlights: Skiing for Willy

Bogner's camera in his feature films “Ski Fantasy” and "Fire &
Ice," and twice winning the John Clendenin World Ski Enduro,
a five-hour marathon race through moguls, gates and jumps,

where he completed 21 runs and threw 36 helicopters.

Bob's later contributions to the sport were equally impressive.

When liability issues shut down aerials - and the professional
freestyle tour - in the late 1970s, he led construction of the
world's largest water ramp and on-snow aerials hill at Utah's
Nordic Valley Ski Resort, where he was —conveniently - a part-
owner and the director of skiing. Working with Frank Bare, Hans
Ribi and Jeff Chumas, he pioneered the training protocols that
would propel the sport to acclaim in the coming decades.

As an athlete looking to improve his ballet, Bob traveled to
Los Angeles as a 19-year-old to train on a rotating carpet ski
deck. Seizing on the concept that indoor training could help
non-skiers become proficient before they even hit the snow,
he founded Virtual Snow LA and developed a video training
program that would transform thousands of “never-evers” into
skiers. Virtual Snow now has locations nationwide, and Bob has
logged more than 10,000 hours teaching all ages.

Congratulations
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for your lifelong national and international
achievements in the sport.

We're proud to honor your individual work and
accomplishments, which helped to create
awareness for and grow the snowsports industry.

www.TheSnowPros.org
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